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Exploring Airsonic: The Open-Source
Media Streaming Solution

In the realm of media streaming, there’s an array of options available, from big names like Spotify
and Apple Music to a plethora of smaller, niche applications. Among these, Airsonic stands out as a
robust and versatile open-source media streaming solution, designed to cater to the needs of
music enthusiasts who value control, customization, and accessibility. This article delves into what
Airsonic is, its features, how to set it up using Docker Compose, and why it might be the perfect
choice for your media streaming needs.

What is Airsonic?

Airsonic is a free, open-source media server designed primarily for music streaming. It allows you
to access your music library from anywhere, using a web browser or compatible apps on various

devices. Airsonic is a fork of the Subsonic media server, and it inherits many of its features while

continuing to evolve with contributions from the open-source community.

Key Features of Airsonic

1. Media Library Management: Airsonic supports large libraries and allows for easy
organization of your music collection. It can handle a variety of audio formats, including
MP3, OGG, AAC, FLAC, and more.

2. User Management: Create multiple user accounts with customizable access levels,
perfect for sharing your library with family and friends without compromising control over
your media.

3. Streaming and Transcoding: Stream your music in its original quality or enable on-the-
fly transcoding to optimize for bandwidth or compatibility with different devices.

4. Mobile Access: Use Airsonic-compatible apps on iOS and Android to access your music
library on the go. Airsonic also supports media streaming to various devices using
protocols like DLNA and Chromecast.

5. Playlists and Podcasts: Create and manage playlists easily, and subscribe to podcasts
directly within Airsonic, making it a comprehensive solution for all your audio content
needs.

6. Customizable Interface: The web interface is intuitive and customizable, allowing you
to personalize your experience with themes and other settings.



Setting Up Airsonic with Docker Compose

Setting up Airsonic using Docker Compose is a straightforward process. Docker Compose simplifies
the deployment of multi-container applications, and in this case, it will help us get Airsonic up and
running quickly.

Prerequisites

Before you begin, ensure you have the following installed on your system:

e Docker
e Docker Compose

Docker Compose Configuration

1. Create a Docker Compose file: Create a file named docker-compose.yml in your desired
directory.
2. Add the following content to the file:

services:
airsonic-advanced:
image: lscr.io/linuxserver/airsonic-advanced:latest
container name: airsonic-advanced
environment:
- PUID=${PUID}
- PGID=${PGID}

- Tz=${TZ}
# - CONTEXT PATH=<URL BASE> #optional
# - JAVA OPTS=<options> #optional
volumes:

${DOCKER}/airsonic-advanced:/config
${MEDIA}/music:/music
${MEDIA}/playlists:/playlists
${MEDIA}/audiobooks:/audiobooks

# - </path/to/other media:/media #optional
ports:
- ${HTTP_PORT}:4040
- ${HTTP_PORT1}:4041
# devices:
# - /dev/snd:/dev/snd #need this to enable jukebox mode on the server

restart: unless-stopped



3. Adjust the file paths and environment variables: Make sure to replace the
placeholder paths and environment variables with appropriate values for your setup.

Running Airsonic

1. Navigate to the directory containing your docker-compose.yml file.

Run the following command to start Airsonic:

docker-compose up -d

This command will download the Airsonic Docker image and start the container in detached mode.
Airsonic will be accessible at http://localhost:4040 , or replace localhost with your server's IP
address if you are running it on a remote server.

Why Choose Airsonic?

Airsonic provides a compelling solution for those who want a self-hosted music streaming service
with robust features and customization options. Its open-source nature ensures ongoing
development and community support, and the ability to deploy it using Docker Compose makes it
accessible and easy to manage.

Whether you are an audiophile with a vast music library or someone who simply enjoys having
control over your media streaming, Airsonic offers the flexibility and power to meet your needs.
Give it a try and experience the freedom of having your music at your fingertips, wherever you are.

For more details and advanced configurations, visit the Airsonic homepage.
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